The study examines the voting preferences of Moldovan diaspora in the 2014 parliamentary elections. The paper aims to determine which political or economic circumstances in the host country have the biggest impact on determining voting preferences of the migrants. The political favorites of the Moldovan diaspora differ from those of their domestic counterparts. Furthermore, there are essential differences in voting patterns among migrants living in different countries. The findings suggest the migrants' voting behavior is affected in some way by the political and economic realities of the host countries. The voting preferences of voters of the left and right wing parties are mostly affected by the political and socio-economic realities of the country of residence, although members of the diaspora voting for centrist parties are not affected by those factors.
INTRODUCTION
How do diaspora members formulate their voting preferences when participating in the voting process in their country of origin? This research question is explained by the rational choice theory of voting behavior (Downs 1957) , that voters preferences are based on voter' utility function, in other words, on their concern of individual economic well-being, and as well, ethnic, political and ideological identification. (Nannestad & Paldam, 1994) . The literature on voting behavior and socialization process also focuses on finding answer to the voter's preferences. (Almond, 1960; Homans 1961; Elster, 1991) . Learning of political culture (Almond, 1960) and social interaction (Elster, 1991) , most members of the society generally tend to internalize the social values of the given society. (Harsanyi, 1969) .
However, the case of diaspora differ from the general population, as migrants are moving to different country, where the social-economic and political environment can be quite different from their country of birth, and the political realities in their original country are not affecting them directly. Although, the research of the diaspora voting preferences often focuses on the political preferences of the migrants voting in the countries of residence, in the societies with long democratic traditions, particularly in the US. (Black, 1987; Cho, 1999; Wong, 2000; Neimi & Barcan, 1987; Ramakrishan & Espenshade, 2001 ).
The new generation of research, featuring the migration from post-1980 democracies emphases different 'diaspora channels' of political influence back home. The literature examines the socioeconomic and political channels, as the weight of remittances, geographic proximity, overseas party presence and legislative representation (Burgers, 2014) . Given those channels of political influence back home, how are diaspora members formulating their voting preferences? Are the political, economic, and institutional characteristics of their host countries influence the voting preferences? If so, which determinants are the most influential?
The paper examines the re-socialization of migrants, and analyses whether the new political and economic environment influences the voting preferences of diaspora. Specifically, the article formulates two hypotheses: First, the political realms of the host country, as political freedom, civil liberties and political rights, as well as political system and orientation of the government are influencing the voting preferences of diaspora. Second, the economic experiences, as economic freedom and finally, the economic development are inducing the voting preferences of migrants.
To test those hypotheses, the study integrates a number of political, institutional, and economic indicators of the host counties, there the Moldovan diaspora resides. The selection of the case study of the 2014 Parliamentary elections in Moldova was chosen as Moldovan diaspora is spread out across different parts of the world, in different societies, with different, quite opposite political and socio-economic values. Moldovan citizens migrated to the former Soviet Union states, preponderantly to Russia Federation, but also to the Western democratic countries of European Union, as well as to the United States and Canada, to name a few points of destination. The data used in this study, therefore, are akin to a natural experiment, whereby analyzing the voting preferences of migrants from the same country -Moldova -to the Former Soviet Union, as well as to the European and American countries. The early studies concentrated on the diaspora from Central and Eastern Europe (Fidrmuc & Doyle 2004) , and never before on the countries from the Former Soviet Union.
THE LITERATURE REVIEW: THEORIES OF EXTERNAL VOTING
The question of voting preferences is analyzed by the rational choice theory of voting behavior (Downs 1957) . Voters preferences are based on voter utility function, in other words, their concern of their individual economic well-being, and ethnic, political and ideological identification (Nannestad and Paldam, 1994) . The literature explains that voter's preferences are based on the factors that determine preferences of votes in general, differentiating between the economic and political components of votes' utility function. The economic component stands for the voter's economic well-being, including the own individual well-being, and general better economic outcome. That is, the voter will prefer a party that will have greater impact on his/her financial utility, if the party eventually participates in the government. The political components of voters' preferences derive from ideology, religion, national, ethnic and linguistic identification.
The literature on political socialization, the decision-making, ideology preferences, and voting behavior addresses the question of political preferences as well. The socialization process includes active learning of political culture, a personal identification with the political world, and becoming aware of values, ideas of the given society, as Almond described it (Almond, 1960) . Socialization is a large process through which people gain an understanding of the political world through their interaction with political and governmental institutions, political parties and social leaders, non-governmental institutions, schools, mass media as well as family, peers and colleagues (Conover, 1991) .
Resources such as time, prestige, and approval by peers are social rewards that motivate people to act in particular way. Through social interaction people reinforce or undermine certain behaviors through an exchange of rewards and sanctions. As George Homans concluded, the social decisions and actions may be rationally calculated to maximize benefits, and such decisions and actions are oriented to emphasize the importance of mutually interactive performances (Homans 1961) . People reinforce or undermine certain behavior through social interactions, and in this way the social order is maintained (Elster, 1991) .
Political participation is an imminent part of political behavior, as citizens evaluate their www.ieeca.org/journalsatisfaction with democracy and they decide to go one step further and take action, participating in voting process. One of the rationalizations of political behavior, as social behavior, can be determined by the conformist approach and individual behavior, that's it, is based on the assumption that the individual behavior in a given society can be understood in terms of certain commonly accepted social values (Harsanyi, 1969) . Most members of the societies generally tend to internalize the social values of the given society, and this practice is the core of their socialization process. Political learning continues over a person's lifetime, and can be developed further in context of changing social and political environment (Hahn 1998; Niemi and Hepburn 1995) . Ultimately, the attitudes and preferences can change with the variation of the political and institutional environment.
While the changes of political system and institutions renovations after the dissolution of Soviet Union were profound, the changes experienced by migrant voters are more dramatic. The migrant voters, if they emigrate to the Western countries, are exposed to a considerably different political, cultural, and socio-economic environment. Their worldview therefore has the greatest chance of changing when exposed to a drastically different environment than the one they grew up in. Migrating in more liberal countries, individuals have the opportunities to politically participate in their host countries and are exposed to the real democratic process in action. This is especially veridical regarding the liberal countries of the European Union and North America. There is empirical evidence that even a brief exposure to the U.S. political institutions and life helps migrants socialize, and their views of democracy are becoming closer to those of the Americans in the United States than that of their home country (Camp, 2003; Garza & Yetim 2003) .
The normatively more desirable situation makes not so difficult to switch modes of political preferences. Democratic liberties fulfill an essential desire for freedom, and political equality satisfies a need for recognition before one's peers. Experiencing the political and social benefits of a more democratic society could make the migrants reluctant to settle for anything less. The experiences acquired in the less democratic countries as their own, are also influencing individuals who are migrated there. But the experience has other character, meaning restrictions in the social and political life, reduced opportunities to freely participate in the social movements, public protests and marches, as well in the assemblies and rallies. Political socialization also takes place, but in different political environments.
The political behavior of migrants, and particularly voting preferences, depends of their age, political learning, of time they are being exposed to the new social environment, and political activities in the new societies (Cho, 1999; Wong, 2000) . Studies of voting behavior of migrants are primarily from the democratic societies, especially in the United States (Black 1987) . The literature examines the new sociopolitical environment, that constitutes a propitious condition for the reinforcement of the existing ideas and beliefs and constitutes a factor for the migrant' resocialization (Glaser 1997 ).
The resocialization theory focuses, among other elements, on exposure, or how much exposure immigrants have to the new host country's political system: the more exposure they have, the more they adapt (Arvizu & Garcia, 1996; Ramakrishan & Espenshade, 2001 ). The studies are considering the effects of the political exposure and the voter turnout (Neimi & Barcan, 1987) and partisanship (Neimi at all 1985) , as well as the age group of the immigrants. Although, those findings refer, mostly, to the migrants voting in the new host countries, and not to the political participation of the diaspora in the elections in their country of origin.
With the introduction of the concept of immigrants' transnationalism (OstergaardNielsen, 2017), scholars increasingly looked at the political connections of immigrants with the countries of origin. As a result, a new line of research has developed regarding the right of citizens residing abroad to vote in home country elections i.e. external voting. It is in this framework that the extension of the formal political rights, such as the rights to vote in home country for the diaspora community are www.ieeca.org/journalexamined (Baudock 2007). The predominant research questions addressed are regarding the conditions that lead the sending states to enfranchise citizens abroad and why an increased number of states are doing that. Also, the impact of the emigrant voters on the electoral and political process in the home countries are studied, and particularly the diffusion of the democracy and contribution to the democratic process at home (Rhodes & Hatutyunyan, 2010; Lafleur, 2011; Collyer, 2014; Turku, 2015) . Though, the studies did not examine the dichotomy of diaspora from the Former Soviet States living in different socioeconomic and political societies, as the former Soviet Union states and Western countries, with possibility to associate the social-economic and political environment in those countries with the voting preferences of diaspora. To test the migrant voter's behavior the research formulates the hypotheses of the resocialization of migrants, as the members of diaspora living in certain countries are exposed to the political and socio-economic reality of that society. The process of learning and assimilating of social values and ideas are assumed to take place, and consequently, to have an impact on the voting behavior of Moldovan diaspora. The research structure was adapted after Fidrmuc and Doyle (2006) The analysis was implemented using a basic ordinary least squares regression (OLS). In order to determine whether any of the variables were correlated, a pairwise comparison of all variables was performed. As a result of the strong correlation between civil liberties, political rights and freedom, each variable was placed in a separate regression. Consecutively, this paper examines the impact of three different sets of variables on the likelihood of a member of the diaspora voting for each respective party. The respective results of the www.ieeca.org/journal 165 linear regressions are show in the tables below.
MOLDOVAN DIASPORA VOTING FRAMEWORK
The legal framework regulating the voting of Moldovan citizen living abroad is changing, but since becoming an independent state, the Republic of Moldova has allowed the nationals living abroad to participate in the electoral process at home. In the theoretical literature three main variables are identified in explaining why states enfranchise their citizens abroad: a) emigrant lobbying; b) economic dependence on emigration; and c) "domestic politics" (Lafleur, 2011 While there were a large number of register parties that represent Moldovan political landscape, the predominant parties distribution on the left-center-right axis is presented below. On the extreme left, the most radical was the Party of Socialists of Moldova (PSM), which openly supported politico-economic ties with Russia. And on the right was Liberal Party (PL), which openly advocated for the reunification with Romania. Those results from Moldova differ from the other research results, for example Czech and Polish migrant voting behavior, where the diaspora was more decisive and voted in lesser numbers for small parties. The explanations given there were that the citizen living abroad might not have received the information about small parties. Alternatively, the hypothesis was that given that the cost of voting is higher for the citizen living abroad they tend to vote for the parties which will enter the parliament and are not inclined to waste their vote by voting for parties which are unlikely to enter parliament (Fidrmuc and Doyle 2004) . This is the opposite from the results of the 2014 parliamentary elections in the Republic of Moldova. The Moldovans living abroad were more inclined to vote for the small parties, coalitions and independent candidates as the overall vote. This can be explained that the major political parties did not get support from Moldovan citizen from abroad because the corruption scandals and the high distrust in major political leaders.
Although the 2014 parliamentary elections were assessed as being broadly focused on the geopolitical issues (OSCE), such as engagement with the European Union and the Eurasian Customs Union, the support for the major parties advocating for those orientations were not the only reason explaining the voting choices of diaspora. Also, members of diaspora did not vote only for the well-known and obvious leaders in the electoral race. For example, the Moldovan diaspora from Russian Federation and the former Soviet states voted in bigger numbers for the new Coalition Block "The Choice of Moldova -Customer Union", as they voted for the Party of Socialists, who was the obvious leader. The Coalition Block "The Choice of Moldova -Customer Union" did not past the electoral threshold, but the Party of Socialists of Moldova gained the most seats (25 out of 101) in the Moldova Parliament after the elections. Not the major parties, but other new and small parties received about 60.37 percent of vote from the diaspora in Russian Federation and in former Soviet States. Those examples illustrate that political party "The Choice of MoldovaCustomer Union" used efficiently a copycat strategy, and Moldovans in Russia, not well informed, assumed that they voted for the major pro-Russian, pro-Customer Union party. 
DETERMINANTS OF MOLDOVAN MIGRANT VOTING PREFERENCEs
The study was set to test the hypothesis which of the 1) political realities, as political freedom, civil liberties and political rights, as well as political system and orientation of the www.ieeca.org/journalgovernment are; and 2) the economic realities, as economic freedom and economic development are more projecting more influence on the voting preferences of diaspora. The analysis included, as well, the indicators of economic freedom, as reported by the Heritage Foundation Economic Freedom. The indicators as size of the government: expenditure, taxes and enterprise, legal structure and security of property rights, access to sound money, freedom to exchange with foreigners, regulation of credit, and labor and business were included as well. And the GDP per capita was included to measure economic development of the host countries.
The results obtained from examining the influence of the various political and economic variables on party support are mixed, but consistent. The numbers reveal that freedom index factor is significantly related to support for the Party of Socialists of Moldova (PSM). (See Appendix, Table 3 .) As the freedom index increases, that is, as the index moves from countries designated as free to ones that are designated as less free, vote support increases for the PSM. Civil liberties and political rights are also significant in the vote for the PSM, but less so. In the end, the PSM received more support from Moldovans residing in countries with fewer freedoms. The results also show some correlation with political factors. The nature of the political system was related to voting for the PSM.
Measures of economic freedoms are also influential variables. For instance, the less economic freedom country has, the more likely the voters will support the PSM. Foreign Trade Freedom and the Legal Structure and Security of Property Rights are significantly related to voting for Socialists. Finally, inflation was statistically significant when it came to voting for the Party of Socialists of Moldova.
The same trend of correlations, although less strong, were found between the Party of Communist of Moldova voters and the analyzed variables. (See Appendix, Table 4 .) Significant correlations were found related to the political freedom, and particularly civil liberties. The less political freedom and civil liberty the country has, the more inclined are those living in those country to vote for the Communists. The results also show some correlation with the political system, although not on the same magnitude as in the case of political freedom.
The results obtained with the various economic freedom and various sub-indexes are mixed but show some similarities with the case of the Party of Socialists of Moldova. Most notably, the migrants in countries with less pervasive regulation are more likely to vote in favor of the Party of Communists of Moldova. The results show strong correlation with the legal structure and security of property rights; as well as regulation of credit, labor and business; and foreign trade freedom variables. The indicators of economic development seems to not have a direct impact, except the variable of inflation, which shows significant correlation with the voters for the Party of Communists of Moldova.
In comparison with the left-wing political parties, the study found that there are no strong correlations between political freedom and socio-economic variables and the voters for the centrist and centrist-right parties. (See Appendix, Tables 5 and Table 6 .) There are not noticeable preferences in either political freedom, or in economic freedom among the voters of the Democratic Party of Moldova, as well as Liberal Democratic Party of Moldova. The results show the voters for those parties are coming from all the countries, without strong preferences for the political freedom or socioeconomic strictures.
However the study shows opposite results for the right-wing Liberal Party of Moldova. (See Appendix, Table 7 .) The numbers show strong correlation with democracy variables, and political freedom, as those are the most influential measurement. The same results are for the civil liberties and political rights, although the effect is smaller. Supporters of the Liberal Party are actively aware of the political freedom and civil liberties and are coming from the countries where those values are highly regarded. The political environment is less of the determinant, although some correlation is evident between the political system variable and the PL voters.
The results obtained regarding the measures of economic freedom show strong correlations with the Liberal voters. For example, the economic freedom appears to be significant, as well other sub-categories, such as legal structure and security of property rights; foreign trade freedom and regulation of credit; labor and business. The variables for the size of government and access to sound money do not show a relevant influence. The measures of economic development are not significant, as well, with the exception of the inflation variable.
DISCUSSION
The study analyses the voting preferences of Moldovan migrants who participated in the 2014 parliamentary elections by casting their votes from abroad. The voting preferences of Moldovan diaspora differ substantially from those cast by their compatriots at home. Those results are in line with the preferences of other members of diaspora who participated in their country's national elections by casting their votes from abroad. The voting preferences of Czech and Polish migrants who voted abroad differed substantially from that of their compatriots at home (Fidrmuc & Doyle, 2004) .
The analysis of the voting preferences of diaspora raises the question of self-selection of the countries of destination, as voters possibly selecting the country to migrate according to expectations of their life style, personal wellbeing, professional accomplishments and, as well, political and economic environment in the countries. Although this issue could be addressed for the Moldovan diaspora as well, taking in consideration the voting preferences of Moldovans living in different countries, moreover the previous research did not confirm such correlation. (Avato, 2009 Bank, 2010) . The studies did not find that migration pressure, or intent to migrate to be subject to any self-selection.
The present study found that the political variables, and particularly political freedom and civil liberties are significant factors to influence voting preferences of diaspora members voting for the right and left-wing parties. The political environment, as political system and orientation of the government are less of determinates in voters' preferences, although some correlations are evident, but not on the same magnitude.
The study found that economic variable plays a role in the voting decision of the migrant voters, in case they were aware also of the political freedom. The explanation can lie in the high correlation between the political and economic variables, as well as the specifics of Moldovan diaspora, which are well connected economically to the home county, sending remittances and financially assisting the family members left behind. Also, inflation is another variable, which is significant in this case. The inflation variable could be understood as the important motivator for the migrant workers, as they are aware of the obligation to earn money to support their family members in Moldova. The literature regarding the voting behavior describes that typically voters punish the government for bad economic performance by voting for the opposition, and reward good performance by reelecting the government. But in case of the migrants' votes in the elections in the country of provenience, they are little affected by the economic conditions of that country. The host county economic performance has tangential relevance for their decision to vote in the country of origin, as the better future for their country of birth. The results regarding the measures of economic freedom and economic development reveal some interesting findings. The supporters of the right-and left-wing parties, which valued political freedom, regarded the economic freedom as well. And for members of diaspora, which voted for centrist parties, the economic component did not matter that much.
This study sets the beginning of analysis of the Moldovan diaspora's members voting preferences in the country of origin. Additional research could further determine other aspects of the migrants' voting behavior. The factors of age, length of time in the host country should be taken in consideration when designing further research. For the case study of Moldovan's diaspora voting preferences, the factor of ethnical identification might play a significant role in elections, and should be taken in consideration, as well.
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